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Andy’s Aviaries
A Large Selection of Caged and Aviary Birds

Feed, Cages, Toys and related items.

All at reasonable prices

OPEN: 9.00am till 4.30pm
Closed Tuesdays

Elder Street
Wimbish

Saffron Walden
Essex CB10 2XA

Tel: 01799 522871

OPENING ON 22 MAY

KEERS GREEN NURSERY
Has now re-located to

Elder Street, Wimbish CB10 2XA
(On the site of Myco House)

Orders taken for hanging baskets

PLANTS READY END OF MAY

Tel: Sally on 07734-294669
or Kevin on 07852-227687
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Recorder

Delivering Response 
01799 512881

CELEBRATIONS will 
get into full swing in 
Felsted on Saturday as a 
new children’s play area 
is officially unveiled.

The £200,000-plus Felsted 
Playing Field Project – led by the 
parish council – has been several 
years in the making. 

In September the council 
achieved the first part of the project 
by installing of a multi use games 
area (MUGA) for the older children 
in the village. Now the second 
phase - to complete plans for a new 
children’s playground - has also 
been completed, pictured.

A spokesman for the project said: 

“Some time ago Felsted Parish 
Council took the positive decision 
to provide better play facilities for 
our children. The first target was to 
provide something of benefit to the 
older children and last September 
we achieved this in the provision of 
a multi use games area, supplied to 
us by Doe Sports, and this is already 
being well used by local children.  

“We then set about completing 
plans for the new children’s play 
area. The chosen equipment is now 
installed on the field and has been 
supplied by Playdale. The children 

have been watching its installation 
with mounting excitement.”

To mark the occasion a day of 
celebration is being held on the 
playing field this weekend. 

Starting at 11am, the field will 
be filled with a wide range of stalls 
and sideshows.

That will be followed by a 
sports tournament, involving local 
children, on the MUGA.

Music on the day will be  
provided by Dunmow Woodwind 
and a steel band from Felsted 
Preparatory School

The official opening of the new 
children’s play area, at 2.30pm, will 
be by Felsted resident and intrepid 
adventurer, Charlie Pitcher.

Last year Mr Pitcher took part 

in ultra desert marathon, the 
‘Marathon Des Sables’, and at 
the beginning of this year he took 
part in the Woodvale Challenge, a 
cross Atlantic rowing race from the 
Canary Islands to Antigua. 

As a solo rower he was competing 
against boats manned by two or 
four rowers but still won the race 
in a new race record and British 
Solo Record of 52 days six hours 
and 47 minutes.

DRAMA�pupils�from�Felsted�
School�enjoyed�a�“unique�and�
emotional”�return�visit�to�a�maximum�
security�New�York�City�prison.

Prisoners�at�the�Bedford�Hills�
Correctional�Facility�for�women�
were�fortunate�to�see�the�final�
performance�of�Andrew�Lloyd�
Webber’s�Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat,�as�part�of�
the�school’s�drama�tour�to�the�United�
States.�It�is�the�second�time�that�
the�school�has�visited�the�prison�
following�a�successful�tour�in�2008.

The�performance�was�met�with�
an�enthusiastic�reaction�by�the�
some�2�0�inmates,�many�of�whom�
have�never�been�to�the�theatre.

Tour�director�and�head�of�drama�at�
Felsted�School,�Charles�Lee,�said:�“I�
have�no�doubt�that�all�those�involved�
will�never�forget�the�unique�and�
emotional�experience�of�visiting�the�
Bedford�Hill�Correctional�Facility.”

The�tour�included�performances�
of�the�play�at�three�of�the�most�
prestigious�independent�boarding�
schools�of�New�England:�St�George’s�
School�in�Newport,�Rhode�Island;�Taft�
School�in�Connecticut;�and�Emma�
Willard�School�in�Troy,�New�York.

By Daniel Barden
daniel.barden@archant.co.uk

New village play 
area set to open

Pupils get taste 
of NY porridge

Felsted School pupils at the prison

A 90-YEAR-OLD Felsted resident 
raised a darn fine amount of cash for 
charity by holding a sponsored knit.

Abbeyfield resident Norah Eaton 
has always supported Alan Hillier 
and Pauline Craven of Felsted Aid for 
Deprived Children, especially for 
Chernigov, Ukraine, by knitting 
blankets and children’s jumpers.

This time she decided to set  
herself a challenge of knitting 48 
squares to make up a blanket in 14 
days, for which she was sponsored. 
Despite having poor eyesight, Mrs 
Eaton completed the challenge and 
raised £425.

As a result of her enthusiasm for 
the charity there are many ladies 
around the country knitting articles 

for the cause, such as leggings, 
jumpers, hats, scarves and mittens. 

Mrs Eaton said: “I would like to 
thank all the people who so generously 
supported me by sponsoring this 
worthwhile cause. Alan and Pauline 
take regular journeys to Chernigov so 
we know that these knitted items 
actually reach the children who are 
in great need.”

Mr Hillier and Ms Craven take 
regular trips to Chernigov, where  
the children are still suffering the 
effect of the Chernobyl incident 25 
years ago.

To get involved with Felsted Aid 
telephone Mr Hillier or Ms Craven on 
01376 332090, or Kitty Drury on 
01371 820444.

Knitting queen Norah 
Below,�Pauline�Craven,�Norah�Eaton�and�Alan�Hillier�with�the�
blanket�Norah�knitted�and,�above,�with�the�other�residents
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